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tnoident 7145 -- Sprinjrield, Unio -- 23 Yuly 1948 


the planet Venus seems to be the culprit in this incident, 


Venus attained its sreatest brilliancy in the mornin; sky on July 31, 
and-at usproximately 0400 in tho morning on July 23, it wee'a very 
brilliant object slishtly to the satis of east. ‘he marnitude was -4.2, 
which maxes it about 1U0 times briphter than a first magnitude star. 
Intermittent cloud coverase could sasily ex:lain the anperrance and 


disuppearanse of the object, and as to the stutod size, tais can oe 


dismissed as o purely subjective estinate. The evidence a.:ears 


convincing to this investicator tiat the object ouserved was Vanuse 
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SUBJECT; Projeot "STGN® 


TO; “Chief, Air Weather Servica, 
Andrews Air Forces ase, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

ATTN: DSS 


1. Projoot "SIGN" 4s responsible for the colleotion, investi- 
gation and interpretation of data relative to sighting of unldontified 
fiyirg objects, Attached Inoident Suwnaries 1 thru 172 from the files 
of Projoot "SIGN" are forwarded for study and recommendations as to 
which of the incidents may be eliminated as balloons released on routine 
synoptio ascents by ths Alr Weather Servioe, the Navy Asrologioal 
Sarvice or the United States Weather Bureau. The summaries attashed 
aay be retained in your headquarters for working and references purposas. ¢ 


2. The Air Weather Sorvicsa is the only agsnoy of its type that 
haa been asked to asaist in the acconplishment of Project “SIGN" except 
that tha United States Yiaather Bureau has provided information on ball 
Uightning, Research projects in which balloons ars used and which are 
gonducted or sponsored ty the Army, Navy or United States Air Fores ars 
shaoked by the Intalligence Department of this Gonmand, These checks 
arsuaually mads direst from the Projeot "SIGH" Offices, MCIAKO-3. These 
ohvyoks are dlatinot from tha aheok of aynoptle balloon flights made by 
weather service stations of the ‘Air Force, the Kavy and the Department 
ef Commerca, (0, Bo, ‘Weather Bursau) requested of Air Vaather Services. 


3. Is la the apinted of ‘this office. that the below Jiated inoi- 
dents are those having the greatest possibility of being balloons. This 
List doas not elimimte the posaibility that inany of the remaining 


incidents ara balloons. ‘ 
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Hq AMC, Chief, Air Weather Servion, Washington 25, D. C. 
8ubdja Projeot "Si Gi" 


4, The form used in interrogating witnesses to sightings 4s 
Inolosed as a matter of interest. Comment as to possible inprovement 
of the "Essential Blements of Information” in rogard to routines 
synoptic balloon flights is invited. 


5. is 4a requested that correspondence ba forwarded to tha” 
Commanding General, Headquarters, Air Materiol Conmand, attention 
MCTAXO=3. 


FOR THES COMMANDING GSNERALs 


/sf MW. R. Clingsrman, Gol, USAF 
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HSADQUARTERS, AIR WEATHER SERVICE Andrews Air Foros Base, Washe 
Angton 25, De Ce 


TO: (Gonmanding General, Air Materiel Command, Wrisht-Patterson 
Air Force dase, Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN: MCLAXO 


Investigations by this headquarters reveal that a synoptic 
woathor balloon could have beer at the location where six~htings 
vero reported in’the following inoidents. In compiling this 
Lint consideration was given to the wind direction and speed at . 
the surface and aloft at the schodulad time of balloon rolease, and 
the location of the nearest weather station making balloon obser-~ 


yationa, 
2 52 91 12¢ 
’ 3 72 ad 14s 
4 ce) 94 155 
25 76 ’ 105 166 
28 Bl 113 149 
35 87 115 172 


FOR THS CHIEF AIR WEATHER SERVICE 


(sf We do Hast 


W. A. WEST 
be Col., USAP 
Adjutant General 


Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT. 
INCILENT INUEA 


1, Astronomical 


a Eidgh probability: 
#26, 27, 30, 31, 32, 83, 34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 70, 94, 
9, 96,97, 98, 101, 102, 1U3, 104, 116, 119, 152, 156, 140, 
147, 1484 158, 174, 194, 18>, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 
21¢, 238, 


b. Fair or low probability: 
#ig, 20, 25, 24, 28, 3b, 36, 46, 60, C3, 67, 86, 82, $3, 1C0, 
112, 120, 121, 122, 130, 144, 153, 165, 166, 167, 175, 192, 
199, 202, 205, 220, 230, 240. 


2. Von-astrononical tut suggestive of other explanations 


a. Balloons or ordinary atroraft: 
#3, 11, 22, 41, 42, 53, 54, 73, 81, 83, 91, 92, 113, 114, 11d, 
126, 131, 138, 141, 145, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
169, 172, 173, 178, 180, 182, 138, 190, 194, 195, 196, 193,. 
200, 201, 209, 210, 217, 222, 235, 237, 2396 


b, HKookets, flares or falling bodlea: 
#4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 25, 56, GS, 78, 106, 107, 
106, 109, 133, 170, 211, 218. 


c. Miscellaneous (reflections, auroral streamers, birds, eto.) 
#89, 39, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 221, 251, 234. 


3, Won-astronowiocal, with no explanation evident 


a, Lack of evidence precludes oxplanations 
#38, 44, 45, 47, 55, 57, 72, 86, 87, 88, 90, 99, 120, 117, 118, 
125, 127, 137, 159, 149, 159, 177, 179, 191, 206, 212, 215, 
229, 232, 233. 


>, Evidence offared auzzests oo explanation: 


Fi, 2g 10, 27,21, jy ST, 40, SLy. Gh, {, 64, 
75, 75, 77, 79, 64, 105, 111, 122, 155, 154, 162, 
268, 172, 176, 183, 186, 193, 207, 215, 225, 223, 225, 226, 


227, 236, 241, 242, 245, 244, 134. 
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